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Mathematics 
 

The Pig Farmer 
 

Pigtionary 

 

Here are a few terms you need to know to get around a pig barn. 

 

Boar:  adult male pig kept for breeding purposes 

Farrow: to give birth 

Feeder pig: piglet after it’s weaned from the sow 

Litter:  group of piglets born at one time from the same sow 

Market Hog: pig raised for meat production, weighs up to 110 kg 

Piglet:  newborn pig, weighs 1 – 2 kilograms 

Suckling Pig: piglet still getting milk from the sow 

Runt:  smallest piglet in the litter 

Sow:  adult female pig 

 

A pig farmer needs a warm place to house the pigs and a place to act as a nursery after 

the piglets are born.  Sows can be bred by natural mating with boars or by artificial 

insemination. After breeding the boar must be separated from the sow into another pen.  

A sow’s gestation (pregnancy) lasts for approximately 3 months, 3 weeks and 3 days.  A 

piglet must have drops or a shot of iron within the first three days.  The sow can have  

8 – 12 piglets in a litter.  A sow gives birth about twice a year.  The area where the piglets 

sleep can be kept warm with a heat lamp.  Sows nurse their piglets for two to four weeks, 

until the piglets (Suckling Pigs) are weaned from milk and can eat solid food.  Sows 

usually rear 5 – 6 litters before they are removed from the herd. 

 

Once the piglets are weaned from the sow they are moved to other pens with piglets of 

the same size.  They are now fed a mixture of corn, barley, soybeans mixed with vitamins 

and minerals plus lots of clean water.  This pig feed can be bought as pallets or grown 

and mixed on the farm.  These feeder pigs stay in the nursery until they weigh 25 kg, 

about 6 weeks. 
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When the pigs are 25kg they are moved to the grower-finisher section and fed a mixture 

of feed 80% carbohydrates,(ground corn), 18% protein,(soy), a daily portion of fat and 

plant vitamins and two handfuls of vegetable mass like lettuce and beets and plenty of 

clean water with their meal.  They stay in this area until they weigh 110 kg and become 

ready for market, when they are about 16 weeks old. 

 

A bag of Protein Pallets lasts one nursery pig 1 week.   A bag of Pig Feed lasts 1 growing 

pig 1 week.  Vegetable can be leftovers from restaurants or grown on the farm. 

 

Market Prices for the sale of pigs are:   Whole Pig weigh 110kg $550.00  

Suckling Pig   $100.00  

Plus killing and prep fee   $60.00 

 

 

Now to start your Pig Farm you will need: 

 

One Sow (thoroughbred)   $200.00 

One Boar (thoroughbred)   $300.00 

Pig Pen     $100.00 each 

Metal Enclosure and fence   $100.00 

Automatic Water Trough     $20.00 

Feeding Trough     $30.00 

Heat Lamp and Tooth Nipper    $15.00    

Straw and Wood Chips for bedding      $4.00 every two weeks 

Bag of Protein Pallets 20kg      $8.00 

Bag of Pig Feed 20kg     $16.00 

 

Grade 2  

 

Draw pictures and put dollar amounts beside each picture to show what you need to start  

a pig farm with one sow and one boar and feed the sow and the boar for 2 weeks.  

 

Grade 3 

 

Use pictures numbers and words to show what you need to start a pig farm with 2 sows 

and 1 boar and to feed the sows and boar for 2 weeks.  Give a total amount to start the 

farm. 

 

Grade 4 – 8 

 

How much money would you need to start a small pig farm with 3 sows and 1 boar? 

 

Cost of sow  Feeding Trough 

Cost of Boar  Heat Lamp and Tooth Nipper 

Cost of pig pens  Straw and Wood Chips 

Cost of Metal enclosure and fence  Bags of Protein Pallets 
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Automatic Water Trough  Bags of Pig Feed 

 

You will sell the new pigs when they reach 110 kg in 4 months.  Each sow will have two 

litters per year of 10 piglets.  What is your profit or loss at the end of the first year?  

Second year? 

Remember in the second year you do not have to buy equipment. 

 

Grades 6 – 8 

  

Start the same Pig Farm with 5 sows and 1 boar? 

You will sell half of each litter as Sucking Pigs and keep the other piglets to 110 kg.  

What is your profit or loss at the end of the first year?  Second year? 


