
  
 

MEDIA RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Wednesday, September 5, 2018 

 
Excitement Grows for IPM 2018, Media Get A Taste Of What’s On Tap 

 

With the 101st International Plowing Match and Rural Expo (IPM) less than two weeks away, the pieces are coming 

together for another wonderfully successful celebration of agriculture and rural living.  

“Excitement is building for this year’s Match, which is shaping up to be a great event for all,” says David Murray, 

president of the Ontario Plowmen’s Association, which partnered with a Local Committee in Chatham-Kent to organize 

IPM 2018. “The community in Chatham-Kent and beyond has gotten behind IPM 2018. It’s sure to be a memorable 

event. 

“We invite you to join us and ‘Be A Part Of History’, as the slogan goes.” 

The IPM is no regular plowing match! It has made history for a century and attracts people from throughout Ontario and 
adjoining American states - but not everyone knows that or understands all the 2018 International Plowing Match and 
Rural Expo in Chatham-Kent will offer. Today, IPM 2018 organizers and supporters, including community leaders from all 
levels of government, reached out to news media across Ontario and beyond to help get the good word out! Called IPM 
2018 Media Day, today’s celebration on the IPM 2018 site launched the Official IPM 2018 Show Guide and recognized 
the partners who are making the full array of attractions possible. 
 
From September 18 to 22, IPM 2018 will attract more than 80,000 visitors to the site in the Village of Pain Court, 
Municipality of Chatham-Kent. The IPM is a five-day agricultural celebration that will showcase our important 
agriculture, business and tourism activities. It will feature plowing competitions, a wide range of performers, displays, 
demonstrations, education and much more. Popular attractions will include rodeo, Team Farmall Dancing Tractors, the 
Canadian Cowgirls Precision Drill Team and a line-up of music acts such as the Canadian Celtic rock favourites MUDMEN.  
 
Special events include an Auctioneers' Challenge (September 21), the Celebration of Excellence Gala (September 21) to 
present plowing awards and crown the 2018-19 Ontario Queen of the Furrow, and the BMO Ontario Farm Family 
Awards (September 22) celebrating accomplishments of eleven rural families.  
 
An exciting new element has been added this year, thanks to a Celebrate Ontario grant. We’re looking to set several 
Guinness World Records, including Largest Egg and Spoon Race and Most People Bobbing for Apples at One Time.  
 
Fortunately, all the information, schedules and a site map are in the Official IPM 2018 Show Guide, launched today and 
now available on the IPM 2018 website at www.plowingmatch.org/ipm2018 and in print at IPM 2018 itself. For ongoing 
news, updates and photos of events as they occur, visit the website and www.facebook.com/IPM2018. 
 
To host IPM 2018, the Ontario Plowmen’s Association formed a partnership with the Municipality of Chatham-Kent, with 
Ontario Mutual Insurance Association, BMO Bank of Montreal and Hydro One as presenting partners. In addition, the 
local IPM 2018 Executive Committee has recruited local sponsors. 
 

http://www.plowingmatch.org/ipm2018
http://www.facebook.com/IPM2018


“It takes money, services and infrastructure,” says IPM 2018 Co-chair Leon Leclair, “and Chatham-Kent’s business people 
have stepped up to provide for these needs in magnificent style. When you see their messages and logos recognized in 
signs and advertising, please join in thanking these generous sponsors for all they doing to make IPM 2018 a successful 
event.” 
 
“Today is IPM 2018 Media Day,” adds Leclair, “and today we want to recognize the all media partners who have made 
the widespread promotion of the 2018 International Plowing Match and Rural Expo their concern.” 
 

They are: 
 
• Blackburn Radio - www.blackburnradio.com 
• YourTV, truly local – COGECO – www.yourtv.tv/chatham 
• Postmedia Network Incorporated - www.postmedia.com 
• CKXS Radio, Five Amigos Broadcasting - www.ckxsfm.com 
• Better Farming – www.betterfarming.com 
• UCB Canada - www.ucbcanada.com 
• The Chatham Voice - www.chathamvoice.com 
 
IPM 2018 Co-chair Darrin Canniff concludes, “More than a thousand volunteers − both rural and urban – and local and 
provincial sponsors and exhibitors have taken up the challenge of IPM 2018. We believe in working together. We believe 
in our communities, and we believe in the prosperity and family life that springs from this land. IPM 2018 is a grand 
celebration of our common purpose!” 
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Editors please note: supplementary high-resolution photos for download and other updates will be posted in “News” at  
www.plowingmatch.org/ipm2018 
 
Possible stories: 
 
Open Arms in Agriculture - Despite tough trade talk between American and Canadian officials, we have made a point of personally 
inviting the American agricultural community to once again join their brothers and sisters to the north. See Open Arms in Agriculture: 
Americans Invited to Attend the IPM at www.plowingmatch.org/news-2018/news-releases-2018 
 
Experience IPM 1028 in French! The Village of Pain Court is a centre of French language and Franco-Ontarien culture. On September 
20, the kiosks in the educational tents will have French language speakers welcome you. If available, the information in the kiosks will 
be bilingual. A unique experience for our Francophones and Francophiles, young and old!  www.plowingmatch.org/education-2018 
 
Venez vivre l'expérience du Concours international de labour et expo rurale (CIL) en français! Le 20 septembre, les kiosques dans les 
tentes éducationnelles [éducatives] auront des francophones sur place pour vous accueillir. Si disponible, l'information dans les 
kiosques sera bilingue. Une expérience unique pour nos francophones et francophiles, petits et grands!  
www.plowingmatch.org/education-2018 
 
 
 
Media contacts: 
  
Leon Leclair Co-chair, IPM 2018 
519.436.3221 leon.leclair@chatham-kent.ca 
 
Darrin Canniff, Co-chair, IPM 2018 
519.380.9650  djcanniff@gmail.com 
 
Media Committee – ipm2018media@gmail.com 
Simon Crouch  519.352.5437  simoncrouch@gmail.com 
Brian Worrall  1.519.255.7930/226.280.7203  jbrianworrall@gmail.com 

 IPM 2018 general enquiries: 
519.350.1686   
www.plowingmatch.org/ipm2018 
www.facebook.com/IPM2018 
 
Ontario Plowmen’s Association, President, 
David Murray, 905.768.5671 demurra6285y@gmail.com  
 
Ontario Plowmen’s Association, Marketing & Communications,  
Richard Vivian 519.767.2928 marketing@plowingmatch.org 
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