
                               
 

 

Mathematics 

 

The Egg Farmer 
 

Hens lay eggs when they are about 19 weeks old.  After one year of laying eggs they are 

sold to processors for use as soup.  A hen is born with many tiny yolks in her body.  One 

at a time these yolks grow to full size and produce an egg.  A hen can produce an egg 

every 24 hours.  Hens need 16 hours of sunlight to produce an egg therefore in winter 

light must be added to the coop. 

 

Coop 

 

A coop contains nesting boxes, a place for roosting, and an attached fenced run. 

Cost $200.00 

 

Food for Laying Hens 

 

First 6 weeks eat “Starter Feed” 25k bag $16.50 

 

6 – 18 weeks eat “Grower Feed” 25k bag $14.28 

 

18 weeks eat “Layer Feed”  25k bag $14.81 

 

Hens need “Grit” small stones needed in their gizzard to grind food and make shells hard. 

Clean water 

 

One laying hen eats l00 grams (or half a cup) of feed per day. 

 

It cost 8 cents to feed one laying hen per day. 

 

Cost of Chicks and Hens 

 

Day old laying hen  $3.10 each 

 

20 week old laying hen $9.85 each 

 



Cartons 

 

Egg Cartons      .35 each 

 

Sale of Eggs 

 

1 dozen large eggs  $3.75 

 

More information:  www.freyshatchery.com 

Free Resources:  www.eggfarmersofontario.ca/teacher 

 

 

Sample Questions 
 
Grade One 

 

Fold paper in four sections. 

Use both sides giving room to answer 8 questions. 

 

Draw how many eggs one hen will lay in 2 days. 

Draw how many eggs one hen will lay in 5 days. 

Draw how many eggs one hen will lay in 7 days. 

Draw how many eggs one hen will lay in 12 days.  

 

It takes 12 eggs to make one carton of eggs. 

You had 12 hens. 

Draw how many cartons you get in 1 day. 

Draw how many cartons you get in 3 days. 

Draw how many cartons you get in 5 days. 

Draw how many cartons you get in 7 days. 

 

Grade Two 

 

Use numbers and pictures. 

 

Grade Three 

 

Change the number of hens and have students make up cartons of eggs and then sell each dozen 

for $3.75.  Use pictures, numbers and words to explain your answer. 

 

Grade 4 - 8  

 

How much would it cost to buy one dozen day-old chicks? 

How much would it cost to buy one dozen, 20 week old laying hens? 

How much does it cost to feed one laying hen for one week? 

How much does it cost to feed one dozen laying hens for one week? 

How many eggs will you get from one dozen laying hens in one week? 

If you have to pay for the feed and the egg cartons, how much would it cost you to keep the 12 

hens for one week? 



If you sell the eggs for $3.75 a dozen, how much money will you receive? 

If you subtract your cost for the week, how much profit did you make on selling the eggs? 

How long will it take you to pay for the cost of the coop and the cost of the 12 laying hens? 

 

Grade 7 & 8 

 

As the farmer is it better to buy 12 day old chicks?  Why or why not? 

How much would it cost to keep the 12 chicks for the 20 weeks until they are ready to lay eggs? 

Which will give you the better profit, 12 day old chicks or 12-20 week old laying hens?  Explain. 

 How many eggs would each hen lay before it will be sent to market? 

As the egg farmer pick your flock of hens and come up with a profit or loss statement for one 

year. 

 


