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 Bench An “Easy Decision” For Sisters   
    When Chatham-Kent sisters Sheila Satchell and Nancy Thompson heard of the commemorative benches being 
prepared for the International Plowing Match and Rural Expo 2018 they immediately knew they had a good use for 
one. 
   
    “It was an easy decision,” Satchell says of “their” bench which honours their late father's role in the last  IPM held in 
Kent County in 1979. South Kent Farmer Ken Thompson, was chair of the Kent County exhibit at the Match, held on 
Highway 40 south of Chatham. 

   Thompson passed away late last year, but Sheila and Nancy say he was pleased the IPM is coming back to the area 
and had been following developments in its planning. IPM 2018 will be held in Pain Court Sept. 18-22, 2018.  

   The benches are a practical way for people wanting to show support for the Match, to become sponsors, and 
contribute to the comfort of attendees. The 250 benches will be strategically placed in Tented City allowing people to 
sit for a few moments as they take in the event. At $450, the sponsorship allows contributors to make a contribution to 
the success of the event. 
   
    They are also a symbol of partnership in the community. Volunteers at the Active Lifestyle Centre (ALC) in Chatham 
built the benches over the course of the winter, in the Centre's wood shop. They are made of good quality spruce, 
specially selected for the project. As well as the IPM logo there are provisions for engraving the name of the sponsor 
and the event or person each bench commemorates. Once the Match is over the bench sponsor will be able to finish 
the wood to suit individual tastes. 
     
     Bench committee chair Jane Lawton has high praise for the craftsmanship of the volunteers. “I saw a lot of work 
going into that project,” she says. “A lot of planning and a lot of care in the production.” 

     That care is paying off. About half of the 250 benches have already been sponsored. 

    ALC President Dave Hewston says the organization is proud that its members were involved. “I'm happy we were 
able to demonstrate what we can do,” he said. Noting that the volunteers, some who are in their 80s set a deadline of 
completing production by spring because they have plans to be golfing for much of the summer. 

     Story Continues On Page Two 
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  Benches connect to 1979 Match   
    For Sheila Satchell and Nancy Thompson, the bench they sponsored will bring the Match full circle. It will also be the 
first time they are able to take in a Match in Chatham-Kent. “In 1979, I had just started my nursing career out west 
and wasn't able to be at the Match,” Sheila says. “Nancy was away at university. This is a way to connect to it.”  
     
     The International Plowing Match and Rural Expo is hosted in a different part of Ontario each year. This year's event 
in Pain Court is hosted by the IPM 2018 committee of volunteers and the Ontario Plowmen's Association, a non-profit 
organization. For more information about this year's event please go to www.plowingmatch.org/ipm2018. 
    
     More information about the benches is available at https://www.plowingmatch.org/images/2018/pdfs/IPM-
2018_Bench_Sponsor_Poster.pdf.s
   
     The bench committee can be contacted by email at CKIPM2018BENCHES@GMAIL.COM 

                                                                                -30-  
 
                                               For additional information and interviews:
     

Jane Lawton, Benches Chair CKIPM2018BENCHES@GMAIL.COM
Allison Terfloth, Coordinator IPM 2018, allison.terfloth@gmail.com
IPM 2018 Chatham-Kent general enquiries 519.350.1686
IPM 2018 Media Committee: 
IPM2018media@gmail.com
Brian Worrall 1.519.255.7930/226.280.7203 Jbrianworral@gmail.com 
Simon Crouch: 519.352.5437 simoncrouch@gmail.comBrian Worrall: 1.519.2557930/226.280.7203 jbrianworral@gmail.com  
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