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Finch Artist Laura Stevens Winning Artwork on Official IPM Poster 

SDG Counties, Ontario – The artwork for the official poster for the Stormont Dundas Glengarry 2015 

International Plowing Match and Rural Expo (IPM) was unveiled in County Council Chambers today in 

Cornwall.  

Local artist Laura Stevens of Finch, created the winning artwork selected from sixteen entries submitted 

to the art competition and received the grand prize of $1,500.  Stevens studied art at the Sheridan 

Institute of Art, obtained a Bachelor degree in Fine Arts from Bishop’s University and also studied 

illustration at the University of Worcester in England. After several years in western Canada she has 

returned home to SDG with her husband and young family.  

Two executive members from the 2015 IPM Executive Committee and one from the Ontario Plowmen’s 

Association (OPA) selected the winning artwork in a blind, numbered competition.   It wasn’t until after 

the selection was made that the judges realized the winner was from Finch, the location of the 2015 

Plowing Match.   

The artwork will be the calling card on thousands of Official IPM Posters distributed across Ontario, 

Quebec and Northern New York. The match is expected to draw 70,000 to 100,000 visitors to the region 

over the five-day event. 

Quick Facts: 

 Finch artist Laura Stevens is the winner of the artwork competition for the 2015 Official IPM 
Poster. 

 Winning artwork was designed and created with mixed media of acrylic paint, marker and 
magazine clippings. 

 The tagline for 2015 IPM & Rural Expo is “Link to the Past...Look to the Future”. 

 Competition was open to residents of all ages in SDG, City of Cornwall and Awkesasne. 

 The 2015 SDG International Plowing Match and Rural Expo will be held September 22-26 near 
Finch, Ontario. 

 The IPM is the largest show of its kind in North America.  Studies show economic impacts 
greater than $10M are generated from tourists and event operations.  Over 60% of visitors 
travel more than 40 km to attend the event. 
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Quotes: 

“As Chair of this year's IPM & Rural Expo, I congratulate Laura Stevens on winning the poster design 

competition.   Tradition was upheld and recognized with this design selection. Plowing match posters are an 

important component of the IPM and over the next few months will  invite one and all to the IPM and Rural 

Expo in September.” 

Jim Brownell, 2015 SDG International Plowing Match & Rural Expo Chair 

 “The people who took the time to do the artwork for the poster have put a lot of effort into researching the 
local history. This poster shows the past, the future and the history of the area in which the IPM and Rural 
Expo is being held.”    
Melvin Switzer, Ontario Plowmen’s Association (OPA), President 
 
"This poster initiative is truly a win-win as it promotes the upcoming International Plowing Match, and it also 

showcases what great artistic talent we have in SDG. People are starting to talk more and more about the 

IPM coming to our area, and excitement is certainly building." 

Eric Duncan, Mayor of North Dundas and Warden of the United Counties of SDG 

“Our region being chosen to host the International Plowing Match is a testimony to our rich agricultural 

history and excellence that local associations strive to preserve and promote. This poster competition is a 

great initiative that not only showcases our local artistic talent, but helps transmit local passion for our 

history and heritage across cultural and geographic boundaries. Ms Stevens’ poster will contribute to making 

the 2015 IPM a memorable event for all participants, and I extend her my congratulations on winning this 

competition.” 

Jim McDonell, MPP (Stormont-Dundas-South Glengarry) 

“The IPM is a perfect opportunity to showcase the many assets of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry and the 

abundance of local talents, resources and innovations of the region.  I am very proud to announce the 

winning artwork, created by Laura Stevens, which is a colourful balance of modern rural life blended together 

with strong agricultural roots.  Submissions came from across the three United Counties and we were very 

impressed with the calibre of artwork received.”   

“I would like to thank all artists who participated in the competition – it was a difficult decision for the judges. 

All other artwork currently displayed in County Council Chambers will be part of a silent auction taking place in 

the SDG County Showcase during the Match – we have already received potential offers! ”    

Shauna Baggs, Official Poster Committee Chair 

Attachments:  
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