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The International Plowing Match and Rural Expo (IPM) offers educational experiences for students at every level and 
in a vast array of subject areas. Primarily it can be used to address the environmental education requirements 
established by the Ontario Ministry of Education. This vision for environmental education in Ontario is enunciated in 
Shaping Our Schools, Shaping Our Future: 

“Ontario’s education system will prepare students with the knowledge, skills, perspectives, and practices they need to 
be environmentally responsible citizens. Students will understand our fundamental connections to each other and to 
the world around us through our relationship to food, water, energy, air, and land, and our interaction with all living 
things. The education system will provide opportunities within the classroom and the community for students to engage 
in actions that deepen this understanding.” Shaping Our Schools, Shaping Our Future, p. 4 

In Acting Today, Shaping Tomorrow, 2009, the policy framework for environmental education in Ontario schools is 
clearly articulated:  
 

S T R A T E G Y 1.1 
 
Increase student knowledge and develop skills and perspectives that foster environmental stewardship. Schools will 
provide opportunities for students to acquire knowledge and skills related to environmental education in all subject 
areas, and encourage them to apply their knowledge and skills to environmental issues (e.g., loss of biodiversity, 
climate change, waste reduction, energy conservation) through action- based projects; p. 12 

 

S T R A T E G Y 1.2 
 
Model and teach environmental education through an integrated approach that promotes collaboration in the 
development of resources and activities. Schools will develop learning opportunities that will help students understand 
the underlying causes, the multiple dimensions, and the dynamic nature of environmental issues; p.14 

 

S T R A T E G Y 2.2 
 
Provide leadership support to enhance student engagement and community involvement. Schools will: 

• Work with parents, the school council, community groups, and other education stakeholders to promote 
environmental awareness and foster appropriate environmentally responsible practices. 

• Enrich and complement students’ classroom learning by organizing out-of-classroom experiences and activities 
p.17 
 


